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by Father Francis Courtot 


Birth and Education of Saint Francis Solano 


While his Holiness, Paul III, exerted his energies in crushing the numerous 
heresies which during his pontificate disgraced Europe, and the great 
Charles V was extending his dominions in the West Indies, Saint Francis of 
Solano was born in the year 1549, in Montillo, situate in Andalusia, the 
most fertile of the provinces of Spain. His father, Mathew Sanchez Solano, 
was held in such high repute among his fellow citizens, that he was twice 
elected provost of the city, and his mother, Anne Ximenes, was descended 
from a family equally distinguished for virtue and for birth. Spanish 
historians who have written his panegyric, have, in allusion to his name 
Solano, Sol uno, compared him to the sun, the bright luminary of day. 
Indeed, it seemed as if heaven had formed him to carry the light of faith and 
the heat of charity into regions where the sun produces its richest treasures; 
for he extended the kingdom of Christ among those nations just then 
subjected to the Spanish monarch, and in the wilds of America repaired 
those losses to the holy Catholic Church which she sustained in Europe. 


He went through his studies in the Jesuits' college of his native town, and 
during the period which they occupied, so far from betraying the evil 
inclinations unhappily so common in youth, he was a model of virtue to all 
his fellow students. He participated most devoutly in the holy sacraments at 
suitable times, spent hours in the church on his knees occupied in mental or 
vocal prayer, and devoted beside all necessary time to his studies. To avoid 
idleness, he cultivated his father's garden, preferring to humble himself after 
this manner, rather than to expose himself by idleness to those temptations 
by which so many souls suffer eternal shipwreck. He was so modest, so 
prudent, and so well behaved, that it was the common opinion his object 
was to become a Saint, rather than to be deeply learned; and his 
companions had, perhaps in consequence, so much respect for him, that 
they durst not hazard in his presence an improper expression. One day, 
while playing together on the banks of the river which flows through 
Montillo, two of them quarrelled, and from words proceeded to strokes; but 
Francis threw himself between them, and though one of the combatants hit 
him severely, he desisted not until he had appeased both. Being afterwards 


asked if he did not feel hurt, he replied very calmly, "O my object was to 
reconcile them, and having succeeded in it, I have suffered nothing." 


Another time he was equally fortunate in a more important matter. Two men 
went to fight a duel outside the town; by accident Francis perceived them, 
sword in hand, bent on each other's destruction, and without, fearing, as he 
well might, their dangerous weapons, he cast himself between them, and 
spoke to them so forcibly and so sweetly, that they let their swords fall, 
made peace one with another, and returned to the city, good friends, though 
they had left it, as we may believe, mortal enemies. 


But these were only little essays, in his secular condition, of that wonderful 
charity which the Saint was one day to practise towards his neighbour, as 
we shall see further on. 


Francis Enters Religion, and After His Noviciate 
is Promoted to the Priesthood 


Divine Providence, which from all eternity designed Francis Solano to be 
one of the principal ornaments of the order of Saint Francis, inspired him so 
with the desire of embracing it, that in 1569 he solicited and obtained the 
holy habit in the convent of Montillo, one of the most strict in the province, 
being then in his 20th year. As after a protracted winter, the sun causes the 
fairest flowers to expand their leaves as it were suddenly, so did grace make 
the rarest virtue bloom in this servant of God, the moment he left the bleak 
region of the world, for the genial climate of holy religion. The noviciate 
was very rigorous in this convent, and yet the fervour of Francis led him to 
increase the austerities. The habit not seeming sufficiently coarse, he put on 
a hair cloth, and continued to wear it through life. He generally slept on a 
plank of cork, and in Lent and Advent upon a hurdle made expressly of 
large sticks, having no other pillow than a log of wood. He never used meat, 
eggs, or fish save on solemn festivals, and then only by express command, 
his usual diet being bread and herbs or fruit; on Fridays he ate nothing 
prepared by fire; and during Lent he fasted on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays on bread and water. To these austerities he added disciplines so 
severe, or rather so cruel, that it was often necessary to wash the place 
where he had knelt, because of the quantity of blood with which it was 
stained. 


He so strictly observed the silence prescribed by the rule, that he never 
spoke but when necessary, and always so as to edify his neighbour. 
Modesty, sweetness, humility, and the other virtues which he had practised 
in the world, shone more brightly by his religious profession. His spirit of 
prayer was so eminent, that not satisfied with the time prescribed by the 
rule for this holy exercise, he devoted to it a considerable part of the night, 
and often the morning star found him on his knees communing with the 
Almighty. Some of his fellow novices, who survived him, deposed in 
presence of the commissaries appointed by the holy see to examine his 
virtues and miracles, that even in the noviceship they considered him to be 
a Saint, and his Father Master, Peter of Ojeda, declared to them on oath, 


that he deemed his disciple De Solano the most perfect image he knew on 
earth of a crucified God. 


After his profession, he continued for two years the exercises of the 
noviciate in the same convent, advancing in virtue as he advanced in age; 
laying a deeper foundation of humility, living as if he were an angel in 
mortal flesh, and never reflecting that he was professed, save to remind 
himself that he was in consequence obliged to be more obedient, humble, 
mortified, and exact than the novices. 


These holy virtues were more remarkable in him when employed in 
"questing" or begging alms for the convent through the city, as was usual. It 
pleased God to honour this beginning of his functions by two miracles. 
While asking an alms, a woman, according to the custom in Spain, begged 
of him to read a gospel over her child, who was covered with ulcers; and 
Francis, after getting the child undressed, and recommending it to God, 
having licked the sores, they were soon after healed, and a perfect cure 
established, whether in reward of this heroic mortification of his senses, or 
by the efficacy of his prayers. The cure of a poor person who begged alms 
at the city gate was also attributed to this holy man; for he had fallen on his 
knees before this suffering member of Jesus Christ, and kissed his feet, and 
a few days after the poor man's legs, which were almost fetid with ulcers, 
became perfectly sound. 


It was now the year of our Lord 1571, two years after he had made his holy 
profession, when the superiors thought it advisable to remove Francis to the 
convent of Saint Mary, about three leagues from Seville, to study 
philosophy and theology. The cells were numerous enough in this little 
sanctuary of peace, but to exercise greater poverty, and live in closer 
retirement, our Francis chose a little corner under the roof of the church, 
near the belfry, where he constructed for himself a lodging. His furniture 
consisted of a wooden seat, and a hurdle for his bed, without mattress or 
coverlet. In this little cell he esteemed himself more happy than a king on 
his throne; there he spent whole days in silence, far away from the society 
of men, but fully compensated by that of God. 


It is related of Saint Bonaventure, that he derived spiritual profit from all 
that he learned, and that hence his works are far more moving than those of 


other theologians. Now it is true, that Saint Francis, who was specially 
devout to this seraphic saint, endeavoured, like him, to derive spiritual food 
from his studies. His fasts, prayers, and tears, supplied for the dryness and 
sterility of the sciences; while he was engaged in acquiring them, he strove 
to humble himself, and so far from contenting himself with fine 
speculations, he enriched his will with good habits and holy resolutions. 


Would to God that all students followed his example! Many pique 
themselves on becoming learned, but few try to become holy and virtuous; 
and yet, learning without piety is often a snare which the devil spreads to 
inflate the mind and heart, and thus lead to eternal destruction; and after all, 
what reward can be expected in a future life for being very erudite, if one be 
not very holy and very perfect? Far better is it for a religious, surely, to 
surpass in sanctity, than in science and learning. 


Saintly Conduct of Saint Francis Solano, as Vicar 
of Choir, Preacher, Master of Novices, and 
Guardian 


The government of religious houses is, or should be, as conformable as 
possible to that of the celestial hierarchies, in which God regulates and 
appoints the various functions according to the several degrees of capacity 
and merit. Thus it was in the case of Saint Francis Solano, for during his 
studies he was promoted to the various employs of religion. About the year 
1573, he received the order of priesthood, and celebrated his first mass on 
the feast of his glorious patriarch, Saint Francis. His father came from 
Montillo to assist at this first sacrifice, and returned transported with joy at 
the fervour which he witnessed in his son, and the favourable testimony 
borne of his sanctity by his religious brethren. 


Discovering his capacity for every office, the superior first named Francis 
Master or Vicar of Choir. There was great reason to be satisfied with the 
manner in which he discharged this trust; for he had a fine voice, he 
perfectly understood plain chaunty was most exact as to the ceremonies, 
had the office regulated beforehand, and was always first in, and last out of 
choir. 


Francis was next engaged in preaching, and his words drew such efficacy 
from his works, that his arguments were irresistible, so that the most 
inveterate sinners became his conquest. Indeed his mortified countenance 
alone preached penance, his tears inspired it, and his whole manner and 
deportment enticed his auditors to the practice of Christian perfection. The 
death of his father caused him to intermit his preaching for a while, his 
mother's age and loss of sight requiring that he should visit her. It is 
scarcely necessary to say, that even then he was not idle, but laboured in the 
vineyard of the Divine Husbandman, by the consolations and spiritual help 
which he imparted to this only surviving parent. 


On returning to Saint Mary's convent in 1675, he was appointed Master of 
Novices in the monastery of Arizafa, near Cordova, which caused him to 


resume his old but intermitted exercises of the noviceship, persuading 
himself that he could not better form his young charge to the exercises and 
to virtue, than by his own example. Some of them, convinced of his great 
sanctity, not satisfied with observing him during the day, watched him at 
night, and thereby discovered that he spent the greater portion of it in 
prayer; that he was on his knees almost always, whether in his cell or in 
choir; that he often remained before the holy Sacrament from matins until 
prime; that he severely disciplined himself; and that profound sighs and 
broken sentences sometimes escaped him at prayer, which proved him to be 
deeply penetrated with divine love. These discoveries made a great 
impression on them, but the following rule of his produced greater. It was, 
that when they committed a fault deserving correction, he obliged them to 
come to his cell, and in virtue of holy obedience, commanded them to give 
him the discipline unsparingly, as attributing to himself their faults, and in 
the belief that if he were not so great a sinner, they would not be such 
imperfect novices. 


Inquiring of him what was the best penance which a religious could 
practise; he told them it was to exercise patience in adversities and trials, 
above all when they were inflicted by parents, friends, or religious persons. 


Another time they besought him to tell them how they had best use the 
discipline, so as to feel more pain; and he said that it was by striking 
different parts of the body, remembering that at His scourging the Son of 
God was rent and torn from the crown of His head to the soles of His feet. 


The salutary lessons of this pious master could not fail in forming fervent 
novices. Indeed the superiors were so pleased with his success, that in 1577 
they sent him to the convent of Saint Francis of the Mount, to continue 
there the same function. This house was the sanctuary, so to speak, of the 
province of Andalusia, affording wonderful facilities for holy 
contemplation; for it was situate at the entrance of the frightful precipices 
which form the Sierra Moreua, and was remote from the villages by a 
league and a half at one side, and by nearly double that distance at the other. 
Our saint loved this place well, as it may bo supposed; there he greatly 
advanced in the spiritual and interior life; all his pleasure was silence, all 
his joy recollection, all his sweetness prayer. To these angelic exercises he 


joined many external mortifications. One day happening to see a quantity of 
thorns collected in a hollow near the convent, and conceiving the desire of 
imitating his holy founder, he undressed, threw himself upon them, and 
rolled himself about on this thorny couch until he was covered with blood. 
He fancied that this act had none but God for witness, but two religious saw 
him by chance to their extreme edification. 


Besides training the novices, Francis being ordered to catechise and preach 
in the vicinity of the monastery on Sundays and festivals, went through the 
villages instructing the children, who flocked to him on all sides. If the 
passers by stopped, as was sometimes the case, he spoke to them with so 
much unction and fervour, that several cast themselves on the instant at his 
feet, truly converted, and made their peace with God. Nor did this success 
elate the saint, on the contrary, it rendered him more humble; and what is 
equally worthy of admiration, after having exhorted and catechised for 
hours together, he returned fasting to the monastery, refusing the invitations 
that were made to him on all sides. 


Universal joy prevailed when the holy man was appointed guardian of this 
convent; he himself was the only one to regret it, and that he sincerely did, 
for he made every exertion consistent with holy obedience to avoid it. To 
acquit himself well of the office, he was the first at all regular observances. 
His exactness surpassed that of the novices. He went on quest with the sack 
like the rest of the community; anticipated the infirmarian, very frequently 
discharging the lowest offices for the sick; and sometimes entering the 
refectory, he wept bitterly while the religious were at table, and cast himself 
on his knees, accusing himself of his faults, and beseeching them to impose 
a penance upon him. This fervent conduct produced excellent results on the 
brethren, who were thrown into a holy confusion by this humility of their 
superior. They confessed that nothing so strongly pressed them on in the 
path of perfection as his example. The superior ought ever to be a fit model 
for those he governs; example is so much more influential than precept. 
When he advances at the head of his community, few, if any, stray from the 
direct path; whereas, if he is content with fine speeches, if he only says and 
does not, individuals act as they please, and follow the blind guides of their 
own self-love and self-will. 


Conduct of Saint Francis of Solano During the 
Plague at Montoro 


Charity is the queen of virtues, as uniting us perfectly to God, and leading 
us to lend our neighbour all manner of assistance. Hitherto we have been 
showing that in the former Francis was a proficient, and that his heart was a 
furnace of divine love; we will now prove that he manifested in the most 
convincing manner the ardour of his love for his neighbour. 


All know and dread plague, as being almost invariably followed by sudden 
death; and, therefore, no sooner is one stricken by it, than friends and 
relations fly away and leave him to his fate, unmindful alike of the 
obligations of nature and of religion. Not so Saint Francis of Solano: soon 
after he had ceased to be guardian, the city of Montoro was afflicted with 
this dreadful scourge to such an extent, that for the accommodation of the 
numerous sick it was found necessary to lodge many of them in a hermitage 
dedicated to Saint Sebastian, outside the city, which was soon filled to 
excess. Not being sufficiently supplied with confessors, our holy servant of 
God being then more free, the period of his guardianship having expired, 
besought the new guardian for permission to go and assist the sick, and 
having obtained it, proceeded with a good religious, named Father 
Bonaventure, to assist the sick and dying in the hospital. They were 
received in Montoro with great respect and joy, and the poor plague- 
stricken inmates of Saint Sebastian's, in which they took up their abode, 
looked upon them as terrestrial angels deputed to their relief and succour, 
for in their service they did and suffered many things which appeared to 
Surpass human exertion. 


Here they consoled the afflicted, exhorting them most tenderly to commit 
themselves perfectly to the will of Divine Providence; they administered the 
Sacraments, they assisted the agonizing, they made the beds of the sick, 
they prepared their remedies and their food, they buried the dead; and all 
this with so good a grace, so diligently, and so sweetly, that charity shone in 
their least as well as in their most signal actions. Indeed, this holy virtue 
lent them wings, so to speak: days and nights otherwise were too short for 


their numerous and onerous occupations. As to the fear of death they had 
none, knowing that should they sink in the glorious cause of charity, it 
would be followed by a blessed immortality. Father Bonaventure 
experienced this, it is to be presumed; for he became a victim to the 
dreadful malady. Our Saint sensibly felt his decease, but the evident marks 
of predestination which accompanied it greatly consoled him. 


Here we should remark in passing, that those who die thus may be 
considered martyrs of charity, this virtue having its heroes as well as faith. 
The Roman Martyrology honours with the title of martyr those who in the 
reign of the emperor Valerian lost their lives in assisting those who had 
been struck with plague. 


Our holy servant of God survived his attack of this frightful malady, in 
order to render to religion greater services: while it lasted his patience 
erected new trophies to the Divine glory, for he suffered extremely and yet 
without a murmur or complaint, without a wish to live or a fear to die. He 
left himself entirely in the hands of God, and when restored to health 
resumed his occupations in the hospital, like a rivulet which continues its 
course when all the impediments are removed. Nor did he discontinue his 
labours until the exterminating angel had sheathed his sword; it was then, 
and not till then, that the holy man returned to his convent. He carried with 
him the grateful thanks of the inhabitants of Montoro, and the people of the 
neighbouring villages came out to meet him as he proceeded homeward, 
their admiration of his virtue surmounting their fear of contagion. He 
received them most graciously; but not wishing to lose time by the way, 
proceeded to his beloved monastery, where the religious expected him with 
all the pious eagerness inspired by charity. 


Saint Francis Begs Leave to Go into Barbary; He 
is Refused, but Succeeds in Obtaining Permission 
to Proceed to America 


The superiors of Saint Francis of Solano, perhaps because of the great 
edification he everywhere gave, removed him frequently. Soon after his 
return to the convent of Saint Francis of the Mount, he was ordered to that 
of Saint Lewis, near Granada. He joyfully proceeded thither, 
notwithstanding his preference for the sweet solitude which he left, obeying 
blindly for love of Him who obeyed unto the death of the cross. But in 
changing his residence, he changed not his religious practices; for he 
invariably remained with Mary at the feet of Jesus, however busily 
engaged, like Martha, in serving Him in His members. 


The famous hospital reared by the blessed John of God now became the 
theatre of his charity: to it he went, as often as he could get permission from 
his superior, to assist the sick, making the beds, administering remedies to 
the soul as well as the body by hearing confessions, etc. in the various 
wards of this great receptacle of human infirmities. 


The prisons too were hallowed by his visits, and blessed by his services; his 
kindness and sympathy for the poor persons confined in them being 
manifested in word and deed. Thus not a moment was spent without the 
exercise of good works. But perceiving that many began to entertain for 
him great esteem, Francis, apprehensive that pride might arrest him in the 
midst of his career, formed the design of leaving the localities in which ho 
was known, and of seeking other places where he would be likely to suffer, 
and be despised for God. With this view he eagerly solicited permission to 
pass into Barbary, there to instruct, serve, and console the slaves, and, if 
necessary, even to shed his blood for Christ; but he could not obtain this 
license from his superiors, who judged that his presence was of great utility 
in the province, and were moreover unwilling to deprive themselves of the 
benefits of his example. 


But soon Divine Providence furnished him with the means of executing his 
design. It was customary with the kings of Spain to send Franciscan Fathers 
to America from time to time; and Philip I, the reigning monarch, just then 
besought a supply of these holy missionaries from the superiors. Knowing 
this, Saint Francis was one of the first to get himself appointed for the 
mission, which having done, no entreaty or argument of friend or relative, 
however dear, could change his purpose. 


Having inquired in what part of the Indies there was most want of 
evangelical labourers, and learning that it was Tucuman, one of the most 
remote in South America, he entreated Fathe Balthegar Navarro, who was 
appointed commissary to these remote and extensive countries, to allow 
him to accompany him, leaving the other religious in Nicaragua, Lima, and 
elsewhere. 


The Franciscans have laboured most efficiently in planting the faith in the 
New World. Father Platus, of the holy Society of Jesus, relates in his book 
on the religious state, that at the first voyage Columbus made for its 
discovery in 1493, several friars accompanied him to bear the light of the 
Gospel to those idolatrous nations. After they had landed in an island 
discovered during the preceding year, mass was celebrated by Father John 
Piretio, a Franciscan of the province of Andalusia, and on the spot on which 
his first sacrifice was offered, a convent was built in honour of Saint Francis 
in process of time. 


When Don Ferdinand Cortez followed up this enterprise in the time of 
Charles V, Pope Leo X issued a missionary brief, authorising Father Francis 
of the Angels, and Father John Glapion, both provincials of the holy order 
of Saint Francis, to proceed to the conversion of the infidels. Neither 
undertook the charge, the latter having died in Spain, and the other being 
elected general; but he deputed others in his place, who laboured so 
successfully, that Surius says they converted in the kingdom of Mexico 
alone more than seven millions. The first archbishop appointed from among 
them, Father John Zumaraga, wrote to the general chapter held at Toulouse 
in the year 1631, that the new apostles had destroyed more than twenty 
thousand idols, pulled down more than five hundred idolatrous temples, 
built several churches, erected in all places the standard of the cross, and 


that instead of the twenty thousand little children annually slain in honour 
of those false divinities in the city of Mexico alone, the new converts 
offered their young offspring to the true and living God, and thanked Him 
with all fervour and sincerity for having, by means of the Franciscan 
Fathers, called them from the darkness of paganism "to the admirable light" 
of Jesus Christ. 


Saint Francis of Solano Embarks for the Indies; 
He Suffers Shipwreck, and for Three Days and 
Three Nights is in Danger of Perishing 


In the year of our Lord 1589 the blessed Francis sailed from his native 
shore, to become the parent of many children in Christ in the vast and 
newly-discovered continent of America. During the voyage, though his 
greatest delight was to commune with God in the secret of his soul, yet he 
exercised charity towards all, preaching, catechising, hearing confessions, 
and endeavouring by frequent repetition to impress on the minds and hearts 
of the crew and passengers this true and solemn maxim, "It is better to die, 
than to commit a mortal sin." 


Without staying sail, the fleet safely arrived within two leagues of Saint 
Domingo. Francis, in company with some others, went on shore in a 
shalloop, but not being able to return to the ship, this smaller vessel being 
too heavily laden with the provisions laid in at the above island, he was 
obliged to remain with a few persons until it should come back, which did 
not take place until the night "was far advanced. While awaiting it, fancying 
himself already in those regions in which he was to exercise his zeal, the 
holy man was so inflamed with divine love that he could not restrain his 
transports. "Ah Lord," did he say, "the time is come for the accomplishment 
of my desires; be pleased to grant me the favour of dying for you; do 
bestow upon me the crown of martyrdom.” Then he raised his arms on high, 
clasped his hands, and commenced singing the praises of Jesus and Mary in 
so loud a strain, that those who were with him became alarmed, and 
implored him to be silent, lest the wild inhabitants, attracted from their 
mountain fastnesses by the noise, might descend and destroy them. 


All reached the vessel next morning, the shalloop having made a second trip 
to the island; the fleet then resumed its course, and having made 
Carthagena, and recruited itself for some days, it continued its way to Porto 
Bello, where the Spanish galleons were used to land. All disembarked here, 
each person going to his particular destination; the blessed Francis with the 
father commissary proceeding to Panama. While awaiting an opportunity of 


passing on to Peru, Saint Solano resumed such of the exercises of the 
religious life as he had been for some time compelled by circumstances to 
intermit. To be more closely united with God, he resolved to have no other 
cell than the church of the convent; so placing in a comer the bundle of 
rushes which served him for a bed, and a log of wood for a pillow, he there 
spent his days and nights under the eyes of God with infinite delight and 
consolation, and never left the precincts of the convent save to visit the 
hospital. 


An opportunity of proceeding to his destination having occurred, he re- 
embarked with some others. For some time the passage was favourable, but 
as the vessel neared the Gulf of Gorgona, a violent tempest arose which 
stranded her. As the water entered through the many openings then made in 
her keel and sides, all on board perceived that shipwreck was inevitable; so 
that the captain at once betook himself to the shalloop, with the religious 
and other persons of distinction. Saint Francis of Solano declined all 
invitation to follow them and share in their safety; for seeing among those 
who remained on the wreck, eighty negroes newly arrived from the coast of 
Guinea, the greater number of whom were not yet baptised, he remained 
with them, though his destruction thereby seemed unavoidable. In this 
purpose he was supported by the example of Jesus Christ, who "having joy 
proposed unto Him, endured the cross," for the sake of men, "despising the 
shame." After the shalloop had sailed, he catechised these poor creatures as 
well as the circumstances would permit; and having soon after baptised 
them at their unanimous request, they were speedily put in possession of 
their portion of eternal inheritance, a wave having split the vessel, and the 
greater number of them being drowned. Such of the crew as remained on 
the poop were, though in comparative safety, afraid every moment of going 
to the bottom. But Francis, to reanimate their courage, took a crucifix in his 
hand, and uncovering his shoulders, disciplined himself to blood, loudly 
imploring in the meantime the Divine mercy. Still the danger continued, so 
that many threw themselves on planks into the sea, rather than hazard as 
they thought certain destruction. They entreated the holy man to accompany 
them, but he would not listen to it, certain as he assured the persons that 
remained, that in three days they should, if they had confidence in God, be 
rescued from danger. This period was spent without eating or sleeping, for 
besides that the provisions had been lost, several were up to the middle, and 


some even to the neck in water; but still they were so affected by the pious 
conversation of Saint Solano, that as they themselves subsequently testified 
before the ecclesiastical judges, they spent all the time in great conformity 
to the Divine will, and wonderful interior consolation. 


The shalloop too had very nearly been swallowed in the waves; it was only 
by dint of swimming that those who took refuge in her got to shore. Still 
they considered themselves fortunate, compared with those whom they had 
left in the ship, and whom they gave up for lost; but after two days 
perceiving a signal fire, and recognizing thereby that the wreck was not yet 
submerged, they dispatched the shalloop to their rescue. 


On arriving where the ship lay, tears of joy and pity were shed on both 
sides. Saint Solano was the last to leave the wreck; he saw all safe in the 
shalloop before he consulted for his own deliverance, so disinterested is 
true charity, and thanked God for having freed them from imminent peril at 
the time he had foreshown, after having exercised them in the practice of 
the virtues of confidence and holy conformity. 


Saint Francis Tarries for Three Months in a 
Desert Island - He Arrives at Peru, Whence He 
Passes to the Provinces of Tucuman 


Saint Francis and his companions had still much to suffer; on shore as well 
as at sea the Lord was pleased to try them, for the place of landing was a 
desert island, where no human assistance was to be had. But the prayers of 
this saintly man were most efficacious in their regard. Being tormented by 
hunger, they fell upon any thing in the shape of food which came to hand, 
and in their eagerness eat some species of fruit which fell from the trees; 
but it proved fatal to them, perhaps because taken immoderately, for 
several, after becoming greatly swollen, died in the course of the following 
day. This accident greatly afflicting Saint Solano, he absolutely forbade 
them to touch this fruit, and gathering some herbs and little fishes, and other 
marine substances, he blessed them, and distributed a portion to each. 


For the space of two months that they abode in this inhospitable isle, charity 
transformed him into every shape for the service of those persons, and 
rarely was he to be seen satisfying his own wants. Tents being formed of the 
branches of trees in proportion to the number requiring accommodation, 
one of these frail edifices was by the Saint destined for an oratory, which he 
took care to decorate with the silks and other valuable materials that the sea 
from time to time cast on shore from their wrecked vessel. When all was 
ready, an altar was raised therein, on which having placed a statue of the 
most holy Virgin, public prayers commenced, to be offered there daily, 
which exercises were concluded by the chaunting of the Salve Regina every 
night. 


Like Moses, who retired apart from the people to converse more freely with 
God, Saint Francis erected his tent about 500 paces distant from the others; 
but he never failed to interrupt his close and delightful communications 
with the Most High, and, like his prototype, to descend from the mountain 
whenever it was necessary for the spiritual or temporal health of his little 
flock. 


A quarrel having arisen amongst them concerning some pieces of stuff, the 
cargo of their former vessel, cast in by the sea, they took up arms and were 
proceeding to fight for the booty, when the saint receiving intimation, came 
forth from his tent, his shoulders bared, and casting himself in the midst, 
besought them to stop for the love of God, and began disciplining himself 
to blood as a further inducement. The chiefs of the party at once cast down 
their weapons, and prostrating themselves before him constituted him the 
arbiter of their different claims, and promised thenceforward to live in 
peace. 


This was their last, if not their first, quarrel; the remaining time was spent in 
harmony and concord, though they must have suffered immensely during 
their sojourn in this inhospitable clime; for though Father Navarro had 
sailed thence in the shalloop upon their arrival, he had 100 leagues 
voyaging before he could regain his destination, Panama, and could, 
therefore, afford them no help or succour. The holy festival of Christmas 
was now at hand, and brought to them, as to the shepherds of old, tidings of 
joy and deliverance; for on that ever-blessed night on which the Lord Jesus 
was born for us in Bethlehem, their holy guide, descending from his tent, 
came in the midst of them, and, enraptured with ecstasy, predicted that in 
three days a vessel would come to their assistance. This good news 
increased the fervour with which they celebrated the joyous solemnity: need 
we say that the prophecy was verified? at the exact time predicted the vessel 
did arrive by order of the royal chamber of Panama, and the whole 
company being taken on board, they joyfully crowded sail, and were soon 
landed at Payta, a sea-port of Peru. Saint Francis proceeded thence by land 
to Lima, the ordinary residence then of the Spanish viceroys; but after a 
short stay, in which he recovered in in some degree from his recent fatigues, 
he pursued his journey to Tucuman, the immense provinces of which he 
knew to be in more extreme want of missionaries. That to which he directed 
his course was named Socoton, situate about 700 leagues from Lima; the 
way to it lay through frightful deserts, intercepted by rapid rivers, but 
nothing was insurmountable to his apostolic spirit; desiring only to increase 
the Divine glory by the conversion of innumerable souls to God, he looked 
upon difficulties only to animate himself to overcome them. 


Here we would fain remark on that zeal to increase the Divine honour 
which animates many, and which may be truly characterized an effect of 
ardent love and charity. How does it burst the bonds of natural affection, 
rend human ties, and make men insensible to peril and danger, to fly to 
unknown and barbarous countries, destitute of aid and support, in order to 
instruct the savage, to cultivate the uncivilized, to teach the inhabitants of 
the wigwam and of the forest to know God and His Son Jesus Christ! Well, 
indeed, may those who are devoted to this glorious work be styled Apostles, 
Heroes of Christianity. Let us esteem their intrepidity, if we have not 
courage to imitate it; let us labour for the conversion of sinners, if we have 
not zeal enough to preach the Gospel to infidels; let us, each one in his own 
sphere, endeavour to gain to Christ those souls whom He has purchased 
with His blood, whether by good advice, timely admonition, zealous 
instruction, or firm and edifying example. 


First Employment of Saint Francis at Tacuman 


To the children of the seraphic Francis of Assisium, are the rich' and fertile 
countries, watered by the river Plata, indebted for the light of salvation. The 
first who planted the good seed in these vast regions was Father Lewis 
Bolanos, who going thither while as yet only deacon, learned the language 
of the country, translated into it the elements of the Christian belief, and 
converted a great number of infidels. He also translated the Catechism of 
the Council of Lima, which was subsequently printed in five languages by 
another Franciscan, afterwards bishop of the imperial city of Chili. 


To Father Bolanos succeeded an Andalusian Father Alphonsus of Saint 
Bonaventure, who was himself followed by the saintly subject of our 
narrative, Saint Francis Solano, from the same province. On his arrival he 
was appointed Rector of Socoton and Magdalen of Cocosori, both in the 
vicinity of Esteco; but before exercising his ministry to any great extent, he 
had to study the Indian language, or the patois, called the Toconote. He 
succeeded in it wonderfully, so much so, that his proficiency, which was the 
amazement of his companion, F. A. Diaz, was attributed by the natives to 
magic. 


This provision made, he applied himself to preaching, catechising, and 
hearing the confessions of his flock. Looking upon his charge of rector, not 
as a means of living at his ease, but an obligation to work more laboriously, 
he omitted no one of his many accustomed austerities. The consequence 
was, that in a short time he became so feeble and emaciated, that he could 
scarcely stand. Though weakened to this degree, he took the greatest 
precautions for his virtue, forbidding women to approach within a hundred 
paces of his habitation, and never conversing with the sex, save in the holy 
tribunal, or when other religious duty required it. 


The savages whom he found converted, he led to the practice of Christian 
perfection by his exhortations and heroic example; and those who had not 
yet received the faith, he sought out in their woods and forests, when divine 
grace did not lead them to come and seek for instruction. Heaven seconded 
his exertions; for in a short time these barbarians became familiar with him, 


and as he spoke their language perfectly, numbers of them, laying aside 
their natural ferocity, submitted to the gospel, and soon led many of their 
savage acquaintances to the faith. 


The following admirable incident occurred while Saint Francis was thus 
making progress in his holy design. Having learned that during Holy Week 
the new Christians would be quite occupied in pious exercises, the still 
unconverted tribes assembled in vast numbers as well from Paraguay as 
from Tucuman, and made a descent on Socoton, where the Saint lived, 
designing to massacre all who might fall in their way. Taken by surprise the 
Christians had but time to recur to God, beseeching Him to succour them; 
but their holy apostle with more generosity advanced to meet the savages, 
and having by supernatural power, arrested their onward course, he made 
them so moving a sermon on the Passion of our Divine Lord, and exhorted 
them so eamestly to embrace his holy religion, that on that day more than 
nine thousand of their number received baptism. In proof of the sincerity of 
their conversion, many of them took a severe discipline on that same night 
in common with the other Christians, in memory of our Saviour's cruel 
scourging. This extraordinary event inspired the Indians with such great 
veneration for the Saint, that many, forsaking their woods and deserts, came 
to solicit instruction; others cast themselves at his feet when they chanced 
to meet him; many more respectfully kissed his hand, or made him little 
presents. Availing himself of these good sentiments, he spoke to them with 
sweetness, zeal, and charity, testifying on all occasions his great pity for 
their ignorance and their spiritual miseries. No wonder that by these sweet 
and powerful means he succeeded in civilizing those savage creatures, since 
he was able to tame wild beasts. One day that the governor of the city of 
Saint Michael, Don John Velasquez, treated the people to a bull fight, a 
sport of which Spaniards are extremely fond, a furious bull after goring 
several Indians in the course, broke down the barriers, and rushing madly 
on, encountered in its way Father Solano: a witness of his imminent danger, 
the governor called for assistance; but the Saint, quite undaunted, waited for 
the animal, which approaching gently, as if to fawn upon him, licked his 
cincture, and passed on without molesting him, to the great joy and 
admiration of all the beholders. 


On another occasion encountering a bull pursued by hunters, he cast 
himself on his knees and joined his hands; the animal coming up, threw 
himself on his fore feet, and having, as it were, kissed his holy hands, fled 
from his pursuers. These are extraordinary circumstances, but we read of 
many such in the Lives of the Fathers of the Desert. Besides it is a principle 
of theology, that the revolt of irrational creatures against man, is a 
consequence of man's rebellion against his Maker; and from the same holy 
source we learn too, that the most furious animals have often manifested the 
original submission and tameness of the species, towards those in whom the 
disorders of Adam's sin had been fully repaired. 


Saint Francis Solano Makes Some Journeys in 
Tucuman; He Signalizes His Virtue in All Places 


Fraternal charity being a participation in the infinite love of God, has no 
bounds or limits. That of Saint Francis Solano was so far from being 
satisfied with bestowing all manner of care on the persons confided to his 
spiritual conduct, that he undertook several journeys in the vicinity of 
Socoton, signalizing himself by miracles. 


Journeying with several others from Saint Michael to Saint James del 
Estero, he came to the bank of a river, where he found many wanting to go 
across, and utterly unable, because they had not a boat, and it was not safe 
to swim. Another difficulty too presented itself; the horses on which they 
road were so tormented by flies, that they occasioned great annoyance. 
Chagrin was the prevailing sentiment throughout the assemblage; but the 
Saint consoled them by saying, that at nine o'clock next morning they 
would be able to cross the river. Meantime he prayed, and in a moment the 
horses became quiet; he afterwards cast a line which he had brought into the 
river, and having caught a fish sufficiently large to regale his companions, 
he distributed it among them, contenting himself with a few grains of corn. 
Next morning witnessed the accomplishment of his prediction; at the hour 
mentioned, the river becoming passable, the company proceeded on their 
way, blessed God, and thanked His servant whom He made the instrument 
of His mercies. 


Arriving at Saint James's, they found the place torn by dissensions, and the 
various parties ready to pull each other to pieces through mutual hatred. The 
holy man shed tears at this sad state of things, and at once exerted every 
means to appease the public mind, and in this he happily succeeded before 
those with whom he journeyed had arranged their business. 


Returning from Paraguay to Tucuman, a great drought was experienced; for 
three days there was not a single drop of water to be had to quench the thirst 
of the travellers, at which some soldiers of the party blasphemed the holy 
Name of God. As we may well imagine, Saint Solano was greatly afflicted 
at this outrage against the Divine Majesty, and in his anxiety to put an end 


to it, as well as to relieve his more Christian fellow-travellers, he besought 
the Most High in their favour, and sending a religious of the Order of 
Mercy, who was with them, to a hillock at a short distance designated most 
precisely, the fountain was discovered under a stone, which being removed 
the waters flowed down the plain, and continued their course for centuries 
after. 


The opening of the fountain of Talavera, since called the fountain of Holy 
Father Solano, is still more wonderful. The inhabitants of this latter, which 
was then annexed to Socoton, and consequently under the spiritual care of 
this Saint, being in great need of water, and having found every human 
effort to procure it unavailing, determined to abandon the locality, and seek 
a habitation elsewhere. Before proceeding to such extremity, however, they 
recurred to Saint Solano, who after exhorting them to confidence in God, 
engaged that they should find a fountain near the town. Then betaking 
himself to prayer for some hours; he proceeded to a spot in the vicinity 
accompanied by many, and commanded them to open and dig up the earth; 
having done so, a source of sweet and limpid water was seen to issue forth 
so abundantly, that it sufficed to turn two mills. 


All these circumstances were subsequently attested to Don Francesco 
Alfaro, Consultor of the Holy Office, when he visited the province, as he 
juridically declared, 26th October, 1628, in aid of the cause of the 
beatification of Saint Francis Solano. 


Saint Francis is Appointed Superior of All the 
Convents of His Order in Tucuman; He is 
Afterwards Sent to the Convent of Retreat at 
Lima 


It is not to be wondered at, that Saint Solano's missionary labours were 
distinguished by so many miracles, since he performed them in so apostolic 
a manner. Lima, the capital of Peru, is six hundred or seven hundred 
leagues from Tucuman, and the road between them, through high mountains 
and sandy vales, where beasts of burden often die of heat and fatigue; vast 
deserts, frightful forests, here and there intersected by rapid torrents; worse 
still, this toilsome way was infested by barbarians more ferocious than the 
fiercest animals. In Tucuman itself the cities are very remote one from 
another; hence, no one undertakes to travel on foot. But Francis, who had 
come without horse or purse from Lima to this extensive territory, 
journeyed through it invariably on foot. In the performance of missionary 
duties, three years did he pass there; after that period, Father Anthony Ortiz, 
commissary of the provinces of Peru, having assembled a chapter of the 
Franciscans in the valley of Xauza, Father Solano, whose merit was well 
known, was elected superior of all the missions and convents of the order in 
Tucuman. There not being a sufficient number of the latter in the country to 
erect it into a province, Saint Francis was simply styled Guardian, but with 
all the authority and duties of provincial. He was greatly surprised at his 
election, judging himself utterly unworthy of being chosen: obedience alone 
compelled him to accept the dignity. However, he contrived to lay it down 
in a year, which period he spent in visiting his convents, in exhorting the 
fathers who governed the different parishes to be careful of their flock, the 
missionary preachers to make moving and affecting discourses, the 
catechists not to be satisfied in teaching the Christian doctrine to those who 
pre-presented themselves, but to go in search of those who despised it, and 
to expose their lives to gain souls to God. 


These public functions did not interfere in the least with his pious exercises; 
the entire night he devoted partly to prayer, partly to bloody disciplines. He 


used the roughest hair cloths, and never indulged any thing like mirth or 
unseemly laughter; as he desired nothing so ardently as to see God 
honoured, known, and loved, his conversation generally tended to lead the 
faithful never to commit mortal sin, and the infidels to be converted. The 
Franciscans here were delighted to be under his government, but it was 
enough for him to be superior, not to remain long in his post. Elevation was 
a state of violence for him, the weight of his humility causing him 
invariably to descend from it. He wrote, he entreated, he urged to that 
degree, that Father Ortiz, overcome by his desires, received his renunciation 
of the guardianship. Still it was only on condition that Father Solano should 
proceed to the retreat convent of Lima, recently established by Father 
Andrew Corco, an estimable religious; to this, however, our Saint had no 
objection, forasmuch as he was by the appointment flying from the 
extraordinary honours paid him at every step in Tucuman. 


He proceeded to Lima as soon as possible; and though greatly exhausted by 
the rigours of penance he faced the toils of this journey with incredible 
gladness, as he now hoped to remain hidden and despised in the retreat 
convent. 


The Spaniards and newly converted Indians at Tucuman deeply felt his loss; 
they ardently desired to preserve among them their father in the faith, their 
model, their Saint; and hence, their complaints against Father Ortiz for 
permitting his departure. Not satisfied with venting themselves in word, 
they proceeded to write to this father on the subject, and so forcibly, that he 
resolved to send them back their apostle, and would have done so had it not 
been represented to him, that Saint Solano was unfit for the journey, his 
health was so broken. The Saint then remained at the convent of Lima, still 
applying himself to religious exercises, and not allowing nature peace or 
truce. He was disappointed in his hope of eluding honours by this change of 
abode, but he should for that end have altogether divested himself of his 
virtue, a thing not to be thought of. 


Almost immediately upon his arrival at Lima, the very fervent religious 
chosen from out the province to be the foundation of the reformed house of 
our Lady of Angels, looked upon themselves as novices compared with 
Father Solano. They at once desired him for their superior; but as his 


consent could not be procured, he was at least obliged to accept the charge 
of vicar of this convent; and he did not despise this subordinate office in a 
new house, though formerly so elevated in one more ancient and venerable, 
such was his humility. Proposing to himself nothing but the glory of God, 
the good of religion, and his own salvation, he on the one hand exactly 
obeyed the father guardian, as holding the place of God, and on the other 
was most precise in fulfilling every function of his office. 


After his example the greatest men have been and are still willing to 
discharge the lowest offices in religion. In effect there is no post 
dishonourable "in the house of the Lord;" every thing that we do there 
derives value from the contract made with Him; actions, the merit of which 
appears as nought in the eyes of the world, are thus enhanced through the 
mercy of God; He accepts them because done for His love, and finally 
crowns them with eternal bliss. 


Pious Exercises of Saint Francis During His Four 
Years' Sojourn at Our Lady of Angels in Lima 


God promises to recompense the humiliations of His servants by honours, 
their poverty by riches, their mortifications by pleasures, but their devotion 
He cannot reward, save by increasing it, nor their love, but by augmenting 
it, there being nothing better than the love which we bear Him, and "the 
eternal charity" wherewith He mutually cherishes us. 


Hitherto we have spoken of the austerities of Saint Francis Solano. It is true 
that we could have intermixed with them many acts which were the result 
of ardent devotion and tender love, but we prefer collecting them in one 
chapter, that, being consecutively read, they may sustain one another, and 
the Christian learn thus to respect what infidels blaspheme. 


The principal devotion of this holy man was the most holy Sacrament of the 
altar; hence, the long hours which he spent before it, for he preferred the 
sanctuary to his cell. He beheld our Divine Lord under the mystic veil, as if 
that veil had been withdrawn, and that he contemplated Him face to face. 
Sometimes the tenderness of his love burst forth in most passionate words, 
in amorous and inflamed expressions; at other times, bathed in tears, he 
sung canticles in praise of the Divine Object of his affections. In the choir 
while chaunting the office, he addressed the fervent and inspired verses of 
the Psalms to his hidden Lord; and his devotion in celebrating the holy 
mysteries was so great that the assistants were sensibly affected by it. One 
day in presence of the viceroy of Peru, Don Louis de Velasco, who often 
served his mass, the Saint being vested and on the point of proceeding to 
the altar, was suddenly seized with such devotion and ecstatic love, that, 
unable to contain himself, he began to sing the praises of the Son of God. 
Don Louis was moved to tears at the sight, and when the rapture ceased 
served the mass as usual. 


As God never suffers Himself to be outdone in generosity. He was pleased 
to manifest by evident signs how pleasing to Him were the deeds of His 
holy servant. He was sometimes seen, when going to the altar, preceded by 
a brilliant light, which led him, as it were, to the sanctuary; at other times he 


became so enraptured during the sacred mysteries, that it was supposed he 
would not be able to finish them. The moment the holy sacrifice was 
terminated, he withdrew to his cell, lest any one should witness the favours 
he received from God. It chanced one day that the superior sent for him 
after mass, and the religious who went for him found him with his cheeks 
and cowl bedewed with tears, and his countenance shining with light and 
brightness. 


No wonder that when he was distinguished by such marks of the Divine 
favour, Saint Francis was honoured by men, and placed by the superiors in 
office, despite of his great repugnance. In the year 1695, Father John of 
Monte Mayor, commissary of Peru, and then newly arrived from Spain, 
appointed him guardian of the convent of our Lady of Angels. This dignity 
was for him a new mortification, and to counterbalance the honour thereby 
conferred upon him, this holy man devised several new and humiliating 
practices. Sometimes he came into the refectory without his cowl, 
confessing that he was unworthy of wearing the habit of Saint Francis. At 
other times he extended himself across the door of the choir, or again of the 
refectory, that the religious might step over him. Now he entered the 
refectory with a reed in his mouth, to show that he was, like it, dry, fragile, 
and empty of good works; and then he would rise up during the repast, and 
kiss the feet of the assembled religious with profound self-abasement. 


With this unfavourable opinion of himself, he entertained the highest 
esteem for his brethren. On one occasion he thus expressed himself to a 
religious in whom he had much confidence; "Never judge ill of any one, my 
brother; never be scandalized at anything, but what is evidently bad. If you 
see two religious conversing together, imagine that they are talking of 
something pious, something divine, such as the greatness of God. If you 
perceive them eat but of time, persuade yourself that they have special need 
of it. If you witness them walking precipitately, think that they do so to 
appear contemptible in the eyes of men, while their virtues exalt them in the 
eyes of God." 


These charitable sentiments of the blessed Saint did not prevent his 
watching over his subjects, nor hinder him from correcting them when they 
deserved reproof. He so ardently desired their perfection, that perceiving 


them too intent on cultivating the trees in the garden, he had them rooted 
up, thereby to place his spiritual children in the happy necessity of devoting 
themselves solely to prayer. He was greatly afflicted when the inhabitants of 
Lima caused a beautiful alley to be planted near the convent; fearing much 
that the concourse of seculars on that promenade should disturb the silence 
of the sweet convent of our Lady, and draw thither many visitors, who only 
serve, generally speaking, to dissipate the spirit of retreat and recollection in 
religious houses. This sentiment was so strong, that increasing his 
repugnance to the guardianship, he presented the resignation of his office 
with so many tears and sighs, that Father John Monte Mayor was obliged in 
pity to accept it. No doubt he had some idea of reestablishing him in this 
charge at the chapter held in March, 1598; but the Saint having intimation 
of it, fled to perform missionary duty for the time in a certain parish, 
although the heat was then so intense that he thought he should die on the 
road. When recalled by the superiors, he entreated them so earnestly that he 
obtained permission to retire to the convent of Truxillo, about eighty 
leagues from Lima. 


Saint Francis Goes to Truxillo, and There Assists 
a Poor Leprous Woman; He Predicts the Ruin of 
the City, Which Events Follows Some Time After 


A truly humble soul is a spectacle worthy of God. The Church has ever 
looked with veneration upon those who, from a feeling of self-contempt, 
fled from honours, and declares in her holy canons, that the first proof that 
one merits ecclesiastical dignities, is to be interiorly persuaded that he does 
not deserve them. 


Saint Francis Solano was all through life impressed with this conviction, so 
that he was ever seeking legitimate reasons for being dispensed from 
charges and offices. But as superiors are obliged to place authority in the 
hands of those most fit to exercise it, they incessantly contradicted his 
humble repugnance, sometimes employing for that end motives of justice or 
of fitness, and sometimes again that of obedience, which to him was 
irresistible. The provincials seemed, as it were, the enemies of his repose; 
for whenever a new commissary general arrived from Spain, which 
happened once in every six years, new contradictions awaited the humble 
Father Solano. 


Though Father Monte Mayor had set his heart on having our Saint elected 
provincial of the province of Lima, even from the time of his arrival, yet he 
was ultimately compelled to suffer him to retire to Truxillo, where all that 
Father Venido, the succeeding commissary, did to keep him in office, was to 
defer sending a guardian to the convent for a year or two, so as that Father 
Solano should be resident or superior in the interim. 


We have already remarked on his great love for the poor, and detailed his 
charitable deeds in the hospitals. He continued this exercise with all 
possible assiduity at Truxillo. He was observed to go out sometimes with 
his sleeves filled with provisions, and to carry them to a poor woman 
afflicted with leprosy, who abode outside the city. In this distressed creature 
he beheld an image of our Lord, "who was, as it were, a leper;" and 
imitated Saint Francis, his holy father, who had a particular grace for 


succouring persons thus diseased by his sweet and charitable words and 
deportment. In these pious practices he sometimes experienced as much 
consolation as in prayer, to which he was ever deeply applied. 


A religious, very distinguished in the province, having once retired after 
matins to a chapel of the choir, perceived Father Solano enter the church 
about three o'clock in the morning, where after remaining standing for 
about a quarter of an hour before the Blessed Sacrament, with his arms 
extended in form of a cross, he lovingly exclaimed, "Ah, Lord, who can be 
unfortunate enough to offend you! Who, my God, can determine to do 
that!" Then prostrating on the ground, arms still extended, he remained 
there so long, that the religious, for fear of disturbing him, cautiously stole 
out of the church. Father Francis d' Otalora, then provincial, declared before 
the commissaries of the holy see, that he learned at his visitation many 
things which caused Father Francis Solano to pass for a Saint, not only in 
the convent and city of Truxillo, but throughout the whole country. 


Among other singular favours which God bestowed upon his servant, there 
was that of prophesying the destruction of Truxillo. It happened in this 
wise. In the year 1603, on the 11th day of December, while preaching the 
panegyric of Saint Didacus, whose feast was on that day celebrated in the 
church of the convent, after alluding to the crimes of his auditors, he felt 
himself suddenly inspired, and, like our divine Lord, who declared of 
Jerusalem, that one stone should not be left upon another, he declared that 
in punishment of their iniquities, their city should be destroyed, houses and 
inhabitants; that even of the church in which he was preaching, nothing 
should remain but the pulpit he then occupied. 


Terrified at this prediction, some of the people left Truxillo, among others 
Don Diego Sanchez, and his wife, Mary of Ortega; nor were they without 
cause to congratulate themselves upon following the Saint's advice, for on 
the 14th of February, 1618, fifteen years subsequent to the prophecy, and 
eight years after the decease of Saint Solano, Truxillo was totally destroyed 
by an earthquake; not a house remained standing, the churches and 
monasteries were involved in the general ruin, the very animals perished in 
their stalls, and of the inhabitants not one escaped the catastrophe. 


The anger of God was here indeed very apparent; for the rocks and 
mountains in the vicinity were so shaken, that large portions of stone 
becoming detached from them, fell with such violence as to crush many of 
the citizens, who took refuge upon the public road outside the devoted city. 


The principal biographer of our Saint says, that this awful visitation was 
occasioned by the sins of Truxillo, particularly its want of respect towards 
priests and religious, who are the spouses of Jesus Christ: but it belongs to 
the Divine Author of such fearful punishments to decide the cause, and it 
should be the part of sinful man to do nothing which would provoke His 
wrath and indignation. 


It only remains to say here, that so literally was the prophecy fulfilled, that 
the pulpit from which it was uttered remained intact, though the walls of the 
church tumbled, and the roof fell in. Mary d' Ortega, who had left it, as we 
have said, unfortunately returned in consequence of the inconveniences 
which she had to endure at Lima, her new residence, and met the stroke 
with those who had taken no precaution, for she was suffocated by the dust, 
and perished with her slaves under the ruins of her old mansion. 


We here pass over several other predictions of the saint during his abode at 
Truxillo, as well as many extraordinary things which occurred to him in his 
service of the neighbours and conduct of souls, because they are of the 
same nature as the foregoing, or may incidentally fall in with the suite of 
our little history. 


Saint Francis Returns to Lima, and By His 
Preaching Leads the Inhabitants to Penance 


Supposing that having consented to the superiority at Truxillo, Saint Solano 
might be found as complying, should the guardianship of our Lady of 
Angels be again committed to him, the fathers of the province determined 
to impose upon him the honourable, but to him, onerous burden. He 
submitted, but held it only four months, during which short time he 
renounced it in form eleven times, so that they despaired of ever more 
seeing him in any charge. Before leaving this house for the principal 
convent of the order in Lima, he asked pardon of the religious for his bad 
example; and having taken off his habit, besought them to give him the 
discipline, in expiation of his faults. He told them that he resigned his 
office, because he judged himself unworthy of governing, and shed withal 
such abundance of tears, that the community shared in his deep emotion. 


It was while he held this last guardianship that the following incident took 
place: there are few such instances recorded in history. One evening in the 
month of December, in the year 1604, after having prayed for some time 
with extraordinary fervour, he left the convent inflamed with the fire of 
heavenly zeal, saying to the porter, "Pray for me, brother, for I am going out 
to render God a great service." Proceeding then to the most public part of 
the city, and having, as was his wont, assembled the people, he began to 
enlarge on the crimes committed within their walls; threatened them with 
the Divine wrath in terms so awful, exhorted them to penance by such 
powerful reasons, that the auditory were seized with extreme fright and 
consternation, and left the sermon, persuaded that if they did not at once 
appease the Divine indignation, Lima would be erased from the cities of the 
New World, before the next evening's sun had set. 


Nor was this terror destined to be confined to the auditory. Dispersing 
homewards, they communicated it throughout the city: men were seen 
running through the streets, exclaiming with affright, "Father Solano has 
just announced that Lima will be destroyed this very night!" So great was 
the importance attached to the words of the servant of God, that the emotion 


soon became general. From the streets the news passed to the houses, 
thence to the monasteries, so that the whole city was involved in confusion, 
every one relying on the holy man's prediction, and therefore desirous to 
make his confession. 


The churches were left open during the entire night; the holy Sacrament 
was exposed in almost every one of them; and the priests, after having set 
their own consciences in order, remained until next day reconciling to God 
those who presented themselves. Some who could not get near them from 
the crowds, confessed their sins aloud, that they might secure absolution; 
others struck their breasts, imploring the Divine mercy; more took the 
discipline with iron chains, and other sharp instruments; while a fourth bore 
on their shoulders into the church heavily laden crosses. Restitutions were 
made liberally; reconciliations seemed to cost nothing; and if the poor had 
not been persuaded equally with the rich, that they should all perish that 
night, they might have collected treasures, heaps of wealth being left about 
as so much useless lumber. 


The sighs and groans uttered on that remarkable night are inconceivable; all 
ages, all sexes, all ranks and professions, deeming immediate ruin 
inevitable. There was no one found to gainsay or contradict the idea; but 
morning having dawned, the viceroy of Peru assembled the council, and the 
archbishop of Lima being in attendance, it was determined to make inquiry 
of Saint Solano, through his superior, Father Yenido, into the cause of his 
preaching in the terms he did, as well as upon the extraordinary results 
thereby produced. 


In compliance with his decree Father Venido summoned the Saint into his 
presence. On his way to the superior's quarter, a religious, who was 
apprehensive that he should be reprimanded, exhorted him not to be afraid; 
to which the holy man replied, "You must know, brother, that I preached by 
the command of God." He found the father commissary assisted by several 
religious and some of the principal inhabitants, and he declared to them that 
it was because the crimes of the inhabitants of Lima appeared to him very 
considerable, that he spoke of them so forcibly; that he simply applied his 
text, "All that is in the world is the concupiscence of the flesh, the 
concupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life," (James chapter 2) to the 


state of the souls of his auditors, declaring that they were devoured by 
impurity, avarice, and pride; that he used the comparison of a ruined city, to 
enlighten them as to the state into which they would fall; that he had 
forcibly exhorted them to anticipate it by prompt and sincere repentance: 
but as for the extraordinary consequences which followed, he had nothing 
to do with them; they were produced by God. He afterwards repeated 
certain passages of his sermon to them, which frightened them so much, 
that they since acknowledged their hair stood erect, so that is to be 
presumed, they saw at once it was the operation of God's Spirit speaking by 
the mouth of His servant. 


The father commissary having caused him to sign a declaration to the 
foregoing effect, it was by the authority of the viceroy and archbishop 
published in all the churches, to quiet, if possible, the public mind, still 
possessed with the notion of impending destruction; but in vain, the terror 
and alarm still continued, so that the king's representative declared aloud, 
"Let us not trouble ourselves any further about this matter. It is the work of 
God, who employed this means to soften the obduracy of men's hearts, and 
lead them to penance." 


Different judgments were formed upon this surprising event Some admired 
the force of the word of God in the mouth of a holy man; others marvelled 
that an entire congregation should take the allegorical for the literal sense; 
while more conjectured that the Lord had caused the auditory to hear what 
He desired should move their hearts, and this without the advertence of the 
preacher, just as he caused the apostles to be understood on the Feast of 
Pentecost by men of all nations. However it may have been, much glory 
redounded to the Divine Majesty by this sermon. The people were so 
persuaded that death was nigh, that they indeed brought forth fruits worthy 
of true penance. Sins were discovered, hitherto concealed in confession. 
One woman acknowledged publicly that her sins alone were sufficient to 
engulf Lima, and that the very night in which the dread calamity was 
expected, she had resolved to commit a crime too revolting to be named 
here; and a child twelve years old confessed on that fearful night a tissue of 
crimes so abominable, that it would seem, they could have been committed 
only by a devil in the guise of man. 


Father Augustine de Vega, since bishop of Paraguay, and then prior of the 
Dominican convent, had a procession of the most holy Sacrament, his 
religious meantime taking the discipline on this memorable occasion; and it 
was affirmed by Father Venido, that Father Solano preached by the impulse 
of the Holy Ghost, and that since the penance of Ninive, nothing was 
witnessed similar to what had then occurred at Lima. 


Other Wonderful Effects of the Preaching of Saint 
Francis Solano 


Evangelical preaching is now, thanks to God, so general that several 
imagine it a thing easily effected; still it must be avowed, that there are few 
good preachers. We shall be convinced of this if we study the fruit 
produced. No doubt it is usual to cast the blame of the inutility of the word 
of God on the hearers; and, nevertheless, it is often because of the ignorance 
of the preachers, or of their little preparation for the holy ministry; or, in 
fine, because the auditory doubt much that they are of the number of those 
who say and do not. The illiterate and the lazy who exercise this sacred 
function, allege in excuse the simplicity of the apostolic preaching, which, 
plain and unadorned, converted thousands. Others compose sermons 
according to the rules of eloquence, and descant on the most sublime 
maxims of Christianity, whilst it is well known they lead dissipated worldly 
lives, and think it is the same thing to speak well and to persuade 
efficaciously. But neither produce fruit; the former serving only as a subject 
of ridicule, the latter as one of obduracy and scandal. To do away with the 
pretext for carelessness, it should be remarked, that the simple discourses of 
persons eminent for virtue, effect great wonders only because the spirit of 
prayer supplies that preparation derived by others from study. These friends 
of God frequently reflect on the practical truths of Christianity, produce in 
meditation ardent affections, continually look to the Sovereign Good, and in 
this manner acquire all things necessary to constitute an excellent preacher; 
so that when required to speak in public, they are never taken unprepared, 
their mind and heart being habitually filled with Christian truths and 
sentiments. And then virtue is one of the most influential means that an 
orator can employ to be useful to his auditory, the sentiments of a. good 
man, as Aristotle says in his Rhetoric, serving as a law to those who hear 
him. 


Saint Solano has done many things which it would not be expedient for us 
to do; but his piety justified his conduct, and almost invariably were his 
labours crowned with success, a proof that he was inspired by God. For 
example: on feast days, without waiting to be asked to preach, he went out 


from the convent to the public squares, or to the corner of some street, and 
there drawing a crucifix from his sleeve, and devoutly raising it in the air, 
and looking upon it with eyes sparkling with love, or bathed in tears, ho 
preached with so much force and tenderness, that sinners the most obdurate 
could not resist him. His wan and emaciated countenance led the most 
sensual to penance, his tears melted the most insensible, his words moved 
the most resolute in wickedness. Sometimes he would say, in a voice half 
stifled with sobs and groans, "Sinners! beware of offending a Saviour dead 
for love of us upon a cross! Adore Him, because He is Supreme Goodness, 
and never again crucify Him by your sins." At other times he would say, 
"Ah, my brethren! love God, and never offend Him more, since our Love is 
dead upon a cross for us." "Who would not love you, O my God, so worthy 
of love!" he would again repeatedly exclaim, looking upon the crucifix. 


Every one considered Saint Francis Solano as another Saint John Baptist. 
Rich and poor, soldiers and artisans, assembled around him when he 
commenced as above at any of the thoroughfares; and when, as it often 
happened, he recommenced or resumed his discourse elsewhere, they 
followed him in such crowds that the streets for the time became 
impassable. 


His virtue had gained him such liberty, that he was permitted to undertake 
all that he wished for the glory of God. When in passing through the city he 
heard that dancing and revelling were going forward in any particular 
house, he entered with his crucifix, and besought those who were thus 
enjoying themselves, not to forget the Saviour, who "having joy proposed 
unto Him, endured the cross, despising the shame." He boldly went to those 
places where blasphemy and debauchery prevailed to a great extent, and 
there, with eyes flashing with holy zeal, and in a voice of thunder, he 
terrified and alarmed the unhappy inmates, so that they were glad to fly 
from the scene of their excesses. 


He often preached three or four times in the day, and, to his credit be it 
spoken, the acclamations of the crowds who followed him, so far from 
endangering, increased his humility. 


Other Exercises of Saint Francis Solano During 
His Latter Years 


The care of governing and guiding others, is sometimes a cause of 
shipwreck to religious virtue; for though our Lord says that those who teach 
and do not shall be the last in the kingdom of heaven, many go no further, 
but for this neglect their own advancement, and stop short in the path of 
perfection, to acquire only what they fancy can render them useful to their 
neighbour. Not so Saint Solano; although he effected many and remarkable 
things for the good of souls, he did far more for his own salvation. It could 
not be said of him, as of several others, "He saved others, himself he did not 
save." 


To the last moment of his life he was most exact in the practice of religious 
virtues, so that although worn out by austerities, he was still an example in 
this matter to the religious of his convent of Saint Francis at Lima. To the 
letter did he accomplish Saint Paul's counsel, "Pray without intermission;" 
for his mind and heart were unceasingly fixed upon God. If sometimes 
obliged to occupy himself externally, he acquitted himself as the angels do, 
who, though ever employed in man's service, never lose sight of God. He 
went to choir at eleven o'clock at night, and remained there till four in the 
morning, praying all the while with admirable fervour. Often, when the 
religious entered the holy place, to offer the first fruits of the day to the 
"Ancient of days," to "the King of ages," they found him so transported 
with devotion, that his soul seemed to have left his body, and to have taken 
its flight to heaven. This was generally the case on the feasts of our Blessed 
Lord and our dear Lady, when he felt greater devotion. 


Some religious having besought him to say upon what matter he made his 
prayer, so as to occupy him so long, he replied, that from eleven o'clock 
until midnight he prepared to recite matins with the community, and that 
sacred duty ended, and the religious gone forth from the choir, he still 
remained thanking God for all His goodness. 0 what a sweet practice! one 
hour of preparation, and two hours of thanksgiving! The holy man 
experienced such sweetness in these pious exercises, that to perform them 


he sacrificed his repose and health. If sometimes he felt quite overpowered 
with sleep, he strove to keep himself awake by extraordinary disciplines; 
besides which he imposed upon himself the practice of two every night, one 
before going to choir, and the other after his prayer. To be more free at this 
latter exercise, he used to retire to the school in which theology was taught, 
and where there was a picture or image of Saint Bonaventure in ecstasy 
before the crucifix, just as he was seen by Saint Thomas of Aquin. 


It was commonly before this image that our Saint expressed his sentiments 
of devotion for the Seraphic Doctor. He called him his "father," his 
"doctor," his "friend;" then addressing Jesus crucified, he besought Him 
with sighs and tears to inflame his heart with His divine love, that he might 
resemble Saint Bonaventure; and to elevate himself to the similitude of 
Jesus suffering, he every night disciplined himself so severely that he left 
the pavement tinged with his blood. 


The sight of this blood was a moving lesson for the young theologians, 
inspiring, as it did, a love of virtue. God permitted, in order that he might 
draw them more powerfully to perfection, that some of them, who had 
hidden themselves for the purpose of observing him on those occasions, 
should see marvellous heavenly lights, which went in and out of the hall, 
and sometimes hovered about him; this was related to another religious, and 
the fact became known to the whole community. 


Indeed there was no religious at the time in the convent of Saint Francis of 
Lima, who did not witness the virtues of the Saint quite as much as the 
extraordinary favours vouchsafed to him. Sometimes he was heard to 
exclaim in his cell quite transported, "Who art Thou, my God, and who am 
I! Thou art all, and I am nothing!" At other times he was heard to say a 
thousand sweet things to the Divine Infant Jesus. His heart obeyed all the 
movements which it pleased God to communicate; it took all the forms 
which He was pleased to give it. But divine love was his ruling passion, or 
rather his principal virtue, and left him so little at liberty, that you might 
often enter into the cell, where he commonly remained on his knees, and be 
neither seen or perceived by him, so much used he to be out of himself 
through ecstasies of love. One day, leaning against a pillar of the cloister, a 


rapture seized him while contemplating a picture of Saint Francis, so that all 
passing that quarter were eye witnesses. 


A similar incident took place while preaching to the poor Clares on the 
Feast of the Visitation; for explaining the verse of the Magnificat, "My 
spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour," he raised his eyes and spoke 
admirable things of the Eternal Word and the most holy Virgin. After 
repeating two or three times, "my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour," 
his head drooped, and he remained a quarter of an hour in ecstasy, his hands 
resting immoveable upon the choir grate. Touched at the sight, the religious 
knelt to pray, until returning to himself, the Saint withdrew without 
continuing his discourse. 


It happened another time, that preaching in the convent, he could not finish 
his sermon because of his tears, but these were more eloquent than words; 
attracting as they did the tears and groans of the auditors, and producing in 
them a true spirit of penance. 


But what should not his sermons do, when even his conversation sufficed to 
convert the greatest sinners, and to deliver persons from temptations the 
most violent? A secular, having come to visit one of the religious, 
accidentally met Saint Solano, who at once besought him to renounce a 
certain evil practice. The person denied it 'strongly; but the Saint 
persevering in detailing the place and other circumstances of the intrigue, 
and moreover having warned him, that if he went out next night he would 
be assassinated, the wicked man, confounded at seeing that actions which 
he believed no one knew, were quite under the cognizance of the servant of 
God, fell upon his knees, and before leaving the convent made a good 
confession, and burst for ever the hellish chain that had hitherto bound him. 


On five or six different occasions, the Saint stopped at the city gates, 
awaiting the passage of certain persons whose names we could mention, if 
it were prudent, that he might tell them that they were then going to fight a 
duel, why, and against whom. The most violent in their wicked purpose 
yielded to his remonstrances: how could they resist when they saw that he 
read their very souls? 


His words restored interior peace to two religious of his convent at Lima, 
one of whom was annoyed for several years with a great disgust for his holy 
State, and the other, uncertain of his vocation, was inclined to leave the 
cloister. A novice too was tormented with the same thought, and so 
unceasingly that it occupied him one day while serving our Saint's mass. 
But O! the goodness of our God! He was pleased to manifest to Saint 
Solano the interior of the poor youth, and the Saint took occasion at the 
Lavabo, or washing of the hands, to whisper to him, "Take care, brother, of 
quitting the habit; obey not the voice of the devil, lest he deceive you." The 
novice heard these words as an oracle, and no longer thought of renouncing 
his sacred purpose. 


One of the oldest preachers, a most venerable superior too, was cruelly 
annoyed by the devil, so that for seven years he had no cessation of horrible 
visions, which tormented the repose of his body and soul. Nothing relieved 
him; neither his own numerous pious exercises, nor the prayers of pious 
persons, contributed to his peace, God reserving, it would seem, this grace 
to Saint Solano; for from the time that this religious discovered to him his 
inquietudes, received his advice, and had him to pray for him, he became 
perfectly tranquil. Thus it was that the actions of Saint Solano always 
tended to the Divine glory and the advantage of his neighbours. 


What Saint Francis Solano Did and Suffered in 
the Infirmary of the Convent of Lima 


It is usual with the Saints to suffer much in old age because of the 
austerities they have put in practice, in order to subject the flesh to the 
spirit. Yes, arriving at their term, they seem, as it were, worn out and 
fatigued, sighing after and in want of the repose which awaits them. So it 
was with Saint Solano; for during his last years his continual illnesses 
obliged them to give him a chamber in the infirmary of his convent at Lima. 
Still his love of suffering surpassing his strength, he continued his rigours: 
though the physicians would not venture to bleed him, because of his 
weakness, he took the discipline even to blood. He was prescribed good 
nourishment, and he could scarcely be prevailed on to eat a whole egg or a 
morsel of well-dressed meat. Even in the burning heat of fever, the 
approbation of his confessor was necessary to induce him to take a little 
water to cool his parched tongue. 


As he ate very little, he slept but little; often during the night was he 
discovered going on his bare knees round the cloisters of his monastery, 
shedding abundance of tears. In the day-time he regularly paid two visits to 
the other invalids, supplying their wants, making their beds, and rendering 
them the most painful and humiliating services. His fervour was so great 
that it left him no repose; for although weakness often obliged him to keep 
his bed, still he was used to be seized with such transports, that, unable to 
restrain himself, he got up, passed quickly from the infirmary to the cloister, 
and then to the different parts of the convent, pronouncing meantime words 
of devotion with such tenderness, as to inflame the hearts of those religious 
who had the good fortune to come in his way. 


One day his physician coming to visit him in presence of some of the 
religious, and the conversation having turned upon the love of God, the sick 
saint felt so transported, that getting up hastily he left the chamber. The 
physician felt surprised and even annoyed at this action; but the good 
fathers appeased him, by saying that they were often obliged to abstain 
from speaking of God in the presence of Father Francis, because of the 


pious transports which seized him upon such occasions, and which always 
injured him corporally. Having then gone in quest of him, they found him in 
the act of embracing a crucifix, but so weakened and powerless that it was 
necessary to carry him back to the infirmary. 


About a year before his decease an earthquake took place during the night, 
which terrified every one so much, that on the following day the Blessed 
Sacrament was exposed in all the churches. As the shocks were renewed 
while the people knelt in crowds in the Franciscan church, all took to flight, 
religious as well as seculars; but Saint Solano, who was there too, rising up 
obliged them to stay, and then spoke to them so movingly on the enormity 
of sin, the rigour of God's judgments, and the necessity of preparing for 
them, that sighs and sobs were heard on all sides, the religious weeping and 
lamenting as bitterly as the vilest sinner in the assembly. Thus the man of 
God, standing like another Aaron in the midst of those dead in sin, but who 
began to live to grace, effected their reconcilation with the Divine Majesty. 


This was one of the last of the remarkable sermons of Saint Solano, but it 
was the one best remembered; for the religious testified long after that they 
were never so sensibly touched as upon that occasion. They said that the 
Saint's countenance became then so inflamed with zeal, that he no longer 
appeared sick; that his words were like burning arrows, penetrating all 
hearts; that it seemed as if the Holy Ghost had on that day chosen him to be 
the trumpet of penance; that he had changed the servile dread caused by the 
earthquake, into a filial fear and sincere contrition; and, finally, that no one 
could remember that day without being sensibly affected. 


Some time after this event, knowing that in consequence of his inability to 
preach, his books were no longer necessary to him, the Saint brought them 
to the Father Guardian, entreating that they might be distributed among the 
community. To please him it was so done, at which the religious were right 
glad, every one of them being desirous to have something hitherto in the 
use of this great servant of God. 


As God purifies His elect to the very end. He ordained or permitted that 
some of the religious should try the patience of Saint Solano. It happened in 
this manner. A prudent and clever religious, who was sick in the same 
infirmary, seeing him one day enter, asked him in a choleric tone where he 


was going, adding that he need not expect to deceive him like others; that 
simple persons thought him a good man, but that he reckoned him a man of 
little sense, and less virtue. These words, which would have vexed a 
hypocrite, rejoiced our Saint; so acknowledging that they were all true, he 
modestly retired. Another religious once came and said to him nearly the 
same words, adding that his manner of acting proceeded from intolerable 
pride, and a desire of being esteemed by all; to which Saint Francis replied 
only by prostrating, kissing his feet, asking his pardon, thanking him for his 
good advice, and praying him to supplicate the Divine mercy on his behalf. 


He was quite used to suffer joyfully what provokes others to anger. A 
religious, much younger than himself, one day said, on seeing him long at 
prayer, that he would do better to catechise the negroes and sailors on board 
the vessels: the Saint proceeded at once to perform that duty, whereat the 
religious was so much confused, that on the next day he went to make his 


apology. 


In sickness he was never heard to complain. Whether attended or forsaken, 
in heat or cold, with remedies or left to nature, he remained perfectly 
satisfied. His will was at all times quite conformable to that of God, and he 
had frequently in his lips the holy words, "God be praised. God be glorified 
in all things." 


Last IlIness and Saintly Death of the Blessed 
Francis Solano 


After so many pains and labours, the time at length arrived when God was 
to reward his servant and to crown His gifts. He manifested to him his 
approaching death. His infirmities vastly increased for two months previous 
to that happy event; for, besides several other sufferings, he was taken with 
a violent fever, which continued until his dissolution. But as he loved 
nothing better than suffering, which assimilated him to the Lord Jesus, he 
no longer lived but by the life of Jesus, and considered with Saint Paul 
death less as an evil than a gain. He blessed God for his pains and dolours, 
by which he said he chastised his enemy, meaning his body, to which ho 
was accustomed to make taunts and reproaches. 


Though so much broken down and exhausted, it was wonderful to see how 
tranquilly he possessed his spirit; night and day was he occupied in the 
contemplation of heavenly things, nor would he permit other discourse than 
of God. The joys of a future life formed his interior entertainment, for 
which end he had the devout meditations of Father Lewis of Granada read 
to him, and made suitable reflections upon each passage for the space of a 
quarter of an hour, accompanying them with tears and pious ejaculations 
from the Psalms; as, "O my soul, bless the Lord! I will bless the Lord 
during my life. O my soul, bless the Lord." 


One time he besought his companion to help him to praise God; then 
suddenly raising his voice he said, "O my God, thou art my Creator! my 
King! my Father! my Sweetness! my All!" and became so enraptured, that 
he looked immoveable as a statue. A transport of devotion, wherewith he 
was seized on the Feast of the Holy Trinity, produced a contrary effect; for 
then, quite out of himself with the love of God, he left his bed and ran about 
the adjoining rooms exclaiming, "Let us bless the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost!" 


On the night of Corpus Christi, his companion, having visited him, found 
him quite overjoyed, repeating several times the words of the Invitatory, 
"Come, let us adore the Lord, let us prostrate ourselves before Him." 


Wishing to know how he felt, he made his inquiries, but the Saint 
continuing to demonstrate excessive joy, besought him to retire, which he 
did instantly. 


As the illness increased, it was proposed to him, fifteen days before his 
death, to receive the Holy Viaticum, to which he replied, "It is time, it is 
time to receive so good a Guest as our Lord Jesus Christ. Receive Him, my 
soul, let Him come at once." His Divine Lord was brought to him, and he 
received Him in a manner that gave public edification. It being then said to 
him, that he might live to gain the Indulgence of Portiuncula, which occurs 
on the 2nd of August, he answered, "I hope to gain that of my beloved 
Father Saint Bonaventure, which occurs on the 14th of July." Connecting 
this with what he subsequently said, that he would not pass the Feast of 
Saint Bonaventure, it is presumed that he was aware of the time of his last 
passage. 


The religious, perceiving him daily approach his end, bewailed his loss; 
while he went on rejoicing at the prospect of future glory, manifesting to the 
end tranquillity of soul, interior peace, and an exterior joy, which could be 
nothing less than a gift of the Divine Spirit, and a foretaste of heaven. Some 
days before his decease, in imitation of Saint Francis, he had read to him 
the Passion of our Lord according to Saint John; and uniting his pains to 
those of his crucified Saviour, whose image was before him, he said, "O 
faithful Friend, O true Father! be You blessed, be You infinitely glorified, 
for having, solely through charity, suffered death upon the cross for such a 
miserable wretch as me." During the most affecting parts of the sad recital 
he sometimes remained, as it were, insensible, or he shed torrents of tears. 


On the 12th of July he received Extreme Unction, for which he gratefully 
blessed God; then turning to the Father Guardian, he begged that he might 
be allowed to die naked on the bare ground, and that after his death they 
would give him for interment the poorest habit in the community, by way of 
alms. At this the religious redoubled their tears, but their grief considerably 
increased when the Saint himself wept bitterly, and asked pardon for his 
evil example. This action was followed by mutual requests and promises to 
be remembered after death; the rest of the day was spent in ejaculations 
which indicated his ardent desire of possessing his sovereign good. The 


following incident is somewhat remarkable; the religious and physicians 
were quite astonished at it. A few hours before his death the fever left him; 
his countenance of brown became white as snow, his face and hands plump 
and fleshy from being wor and emaciated, and his breath, disagreeable 
during his illness, sweet and pleasing. 


He passed the night preceding his death in an ecstasy so profound, that 
many thought he had expired; but he returned to himself, saying with the 
Psalmist, "I rejoiced at the things which were said unto me. We shall go into 
the house of the Lord." At last his hour came. The religious who assisted 
him then recited the canonical hours, during which, every time they said the 
Gloria Patri, the holy man raised his eyes and hands to heaven; afterwards, 
in compliance with his desire, they chaunted some Psalms, and commenced 
the Creed at his particular request; and just as they were pronouncing the 
words, "Et incamatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria Virgine," and the 
elevation bell of the high mass, then celebrating, tolled at that same moment 
in their ear, proclaiming that the adorable Incarnate Word again renewed the 
ineffable mystery of His love; our Saint immediately crossing his hands, 
and fixing his eyes on the crucifix, pronounced the holy words he was so 
often in the habit of uttering, "God be praised!" and gave up his soul to 
God, it being then eleven o'clock in the forenoon of Wednesday, 14th July, 
the feast of Saint Bonaventure, in the year of our redemption 1610. 


Convinced by many proofs of the sanctity of this true servant of God, the 
religious prostrated themselves, and casting themselves upon his sacred 
corpse, kissed his hands and feet; those who knew him published what his 
humility had hitherto obliged them to conceal, and all agreed in saying that 
to Father Solano nothing was wanting to make him a saint but the process 
of canonization. A flock of little birds, which during the preceding eight 
days had come to sing at his window every morning about four o'clock, just 
then renewed their sweet warbling, which was the more remarkable as it 
was then mid-winter in Lima. 


On the following night, about eleven o'clock, the poor Clares descried from 
their convent a pillar of fire, which, after resting some time over the 
infirmary at Saint Francis, seemed to rise up even twelve times 
successively, and fall upon their monastery, as was attested by many of 


those nuns in the verbal process for the canonization of our Saint Solano. O 
how blessed is the death of the saints! O how truly desirable! 


Burial of Saint Francis Solano 


The news of the happy passage of the man of God being diffused through 
the city of Lima, such a concourse of her sons, of all conditions, crowded to 
the convent, that the religious were obliged to close the doors of the 
infirmary. Some kissed his feet, others touched them with their beads or 
rosaries, more cut out pieces of his tunic, so that it had to be renewed four 
times during that day. On the next day the archbishop, accompanied by his 
chapter, went to the convent with the viceroy of Peru, then the Marquis de 
Montes Glares; and the religious of the different orders proceeded in a 
body, to render their profound respect to the servant of God. 


Father Venido, the commissary general of the Franciscans in Peru, having 
celebrated the Divine Sacrifice, Father John Sebastian, provincial of the 
Society of Jesus, delivered a most edifying panegyric on the Saint. The 
musicians of the cathedral chaunted the service, and all was performed in so 
august a style, that more could not have been done for the viceroy himself. 


The following account of this event, so glorious to religion, and so 
encouraging to all true servants of God, was given by Father Alvarez de 
Paz, of the Society of Jesus, in the 2nd vol. of his Spiritual Works, in 
treating on Holy Poverty: 


"In this present month of July, 1610, God abundantly recompensed Holy 
Poverty in this city of Lima. On the feast of Saint Bonaventure, the Convent 
of Friars honours a deceased religious named Francis Solano, priest, a 
native of Montillo in Andalusia. This man was remarkable for his sanctity, 
and a worthy son of the seraphic Saint Francis. For forty years and over he 
professed the religious life, and this with great fervour, walking diligently 
in the ways of the Spirit. He was exceedingly humble, he fled from dignities 
and offices; was most patient, meek, obedient, pure beyond all description; 
inflamed with paternal charity, often visiting the sick, and occupying 
himself in other good works. He was devoured with zeal for the glory of 
God and the salvation of souls, and his sermons, which, according to the 
world's notions, were neither adorned nor eloquent, converted numbers 
from sin, and powerfully induced them to practise virtue. He loved solitude; 


and if the Divine honour did not require the contrary, he could have almost 
buried himself alive. Alone with God, he was quite occupied in the 
contemplation of heavenly things, in which he was favoured with frequent 
raptures and ecstasies. These consolations, to which he was accustomed, 
caused him to pass nights without sleep on the altar step; there he chaunted 
psalms to the most holy Sacrament, and played on the harp to the honour of 
Him for whom the twenty-four elders in the beatific vision of Him tune 
their lyres, tasting ineffable bliss. No wonder that, possessing these true 
riches, he for the love of Jesus Christ so passionately loved poverty. So 
enraptured was he with this virtue, that satisfied with a habit and a poor 
tunic, he scarcely took what was necessary to support his weak and infirm 
body. He was the enemy, or rather the true friend of his flesh, for he 
preferred, by chastening it by vigils and fastings, to preserve it to eternal 
life, rather than to endanger it by ease and indulgence. Indeed, his whole 
life was but one most holy and meritorious action, or a most fervent and 
unceasing prayer, filled with the lights and consolations of heaven. 


"On the day of his interment, so great was the concourse assembled for the 
celebration of the obsequies, that never have I witnessed anything like to it 
in this kingdom. Rich and poor flocked to the church; and the uninvited too, 
for who could think of bidding a whole city to the funeral of a poor 
religious? for all were anxious to see and venerate the 'Saint.' The religious 
also came there from the several monasteries, not in a limited number of six 
or eight, as was customary, but in crowds almost; God, I believe, so 
ordaining, not only that the services might be more respectably performed, 
but in order that several might be more incited to perfection, as eventually 
happened. I went there too, and arrived just as they were bearing the 
venerable remains to the church. I acknowledged to a religious of the order, 
who could scarcely get through the crowd, my amazement at what I 
witnessed; persons of no less distinction than the archbishop of the city and 
the viceroy of Peru were the first bearers of the poor bier, assisted by the 
superiors of the regular orders, and the other persons most considerable for 
learning and dignity. Though very unworthy, I joined them, strongly 
reminded of the words of holy David, "Thy friends, O God, are exceedingly 
honourable;' and again, those others of holy writ, "Thus should he be 
honoured whom the king wishes to honour.' 


"After having with much difficulty reached the church, and laid down the 
bier in the place appropriated for it, we began to look upon that body so 
poorly clothed, which had been the abode of so holy a soul. I devoutly 
kissed the hands and feet, which I found flexible and moderately warm, so 
that it seemed to me I touched not a corpse, but the body of a man sleeping. 
Assembled in great numbers about it, we felt more inclined to rejoice than 
to be sad, and were by no means disposed to pray for him, but rather to 
glorify God in His Saints, feeling that Father Solano had now entered into 
his rest. There was nothing of that unpleasant odour emitted by corpses, nor 
was there any symptom of decay; but it seemed as if the venerable remains 
inspired admirable tranquillity and peace into the hearts of all. The viceroy 
had his cushion, made of silk and gold, placed under the head of the saintly 
deceased, and caused the sack which had served him for a pillow, to be 
placed upon his chair of state during the whole office, judging that he thus 
made a better use of his royal dignity. In using his cushion he would have 
acted only as viceroy of a mortal prince; but in honouring the wretched sack 
he honoured Jesus Christ in His poor servant, and appeared most Christian 
and most devout. 


"The office, mass, and funeral oration being finished, we proceeded to bear 
the corpse to the place of burial, which was prepared under the steps of the 
high altar; but we could scarcely get near it for the vast assemblage pressing 
on all sides, to venerate the deceased, or touch him with their chaplets, and 
other things. By the assistance of the guards of the viceroy we at length 
succeeded, and the interment was completed a little after mid-day. 


"On the following night his excellency had the blessed corpse exhumed, to 
have the portrait taken, when the limner, as he told me, found it still 
flexible, as if the father were in a slumber; a most pleasing odour too was 
inhaled at the same time. We piously believe that his soul enjoys great glory 
now with God, and hope that time, which effaces all things, will never erase 
the memory of his virtues from the minds of men." 


So far father Alvarez de Paz. 


Miracles and Predictions of Saint Francis Solano 


The miraculous effects of the omnipotence, wisdom, and love of God 
communicated to men, are the most convincing proofs of their sanctity. It is 
upon these testimonies that the Church principally founds her decrees 
authorizing their public devotion. 


We have already related how our Saint learned the Indian language in a 
comparatively short time; but we have here to add, that no sooner had he 
arrived in the vast regions of la Plata, than preaching publicly in Spanish, 
God recompensed his zeal by causing him to be understood by all the 
people, and so much to their wonder and amazement, that they at once 
received his doctrine, seeing most plainly that it emanated from the God of 
truth. 


The Saint was equally successful when speaking to them individually. One 
day, seeing an Indian in his agony, he commanded him to tell him his last 
desires, and this in his own language. The dying savage understood him, 
and declared in his mother tongue that he wished to be instructed in the 
Christian doctrine, and to receive baptism. The principal articles of our holy 
faith were at once communicated to him, and next baptism, and 
immediately after the happy man resigned his soul in peace. This miracle 
was, so to speak, reciprocal, the Saint not knowing the Indian language nor 
the Indian our Spanish. 


Another converted Indian came to ask the Saint to bury his dead son; the 
holy man vent at once to his cabin, and finding the son perfectly well, 
reproached the parents with mocking him. In apology they maintained that 
he really was dead when they sent; and Saint Francis, offering no further 
remark, the assistants published in all places that the young Indian had been 
resuscitated by him. 


In journeying through the vast provinces of India to extend the kingdom of 
Christ, our Saint came one day to the bank of a river, as deep as it was 
rapid; and having no means to cross, he raised his eyes to heaven, then 


extending his cloak upon the waters, supported by faith, he passed over in 
the sight and to the great astonishment of the Indian spectators. 


A shower of locusts having alighted on a field of wheat, the Saint, called 
upon to banish them, recited the prayers in the Ritual, and then sprinkling 
the place with holy water, commanded the locusts to retire to the 
neighbouring mountains, where the infidel inhabitants eat this sort of insect. 
The command was instantly obeyed. 


The Saint predicted to a young man that he would one day be a Jesuit; the 
event verified the prediction; he did enter the holy Society of Jesus, and 
ever preserved great veneration and respect for God's holy servant. On one 
occasion he came to recommend his sick father to the Saint's prayers. 
Knowing his design by revelation, the holy man anticipated him, by saying 
gaily, "Your father is very sick, but not unto death," and so it turned out. 


A religious of the Order of Mercy having gone to solicit Saint Solano in 
behalf of his vicar general, then at the point of death, he anticipated him in 
like manner; for going to meet him, he said, "Tell the father vicar he will 
soon be able to leave his bed." Many other things did he predict to the same 
religious, all of which being verified by the event, he clearly knew that 
Saint Francis Solano possessed the gift of prophecy. 


Mary d' Ortega, having a son who wished to become an Augustinian against 
her will, came for consolation to Saint Solano. He assured her that her son 
would indeed be a religious, but not of the order of Saint Augustine. 
Reassured by this she went home, when she found her child determined on 
taking the habit of Saint Francis. He eventually did so, under the name of 
Brother Luke Sancius. 


Doctor J. Velasquez, archdeacon of Lima, being grievously ill, was restored 
to health by our Saint laying his hands upon him and reciting a gospel; and 
by similar means was effected the cure of Miche de Bellila, though so ill 
that the physicians thought he had not four hours to live. 


Ecstasies cannot be described, even by those who experience them. Reason, 
almost blind in these miraculous transports, pretends to believe that they 
arise from so great an attachment of the mind in considering an object 


infinitely beautiful, and of the will in loving it, that the animal spirits, quite 
absorbed in this contemplation and love, cease to act upon the organs of our 
senses, and leave them in a state of inaction, which causes the body to 
become immoveable. But when the. spirit is quite led by the imagination, it 
is filled with the beloved object, and the desire to unite itself to it; then 
there ensues an extraordinary transport, which elevates the body as well as 
the soul, and causes it to run, as it were, to the enrapturing object, which in 
these moments communicates itself supernaturally. These sorts of ecstasies 
frequently happened to our Saint, as has been already mentioned. When 
these wonderful favours are accompanied by profound humility, it cannot 
be doubted that they are great marks of perfect sanctity. It was so with Saint 
Solano. Returning to himself he said to the eye-witnesses, that he was 
unworthy that the earth should support him, or that God should bear with 
him. 


Miracles Wrought at the Death and Burial of 
Saint Francis Solano 


On the day our Saint died, all the sick monks in the infirmary of the great 
convent of Lima were cured of their different maladies. Two fathers who 
were ailing, but not in the infirmary, became well too; the one by kissing 
the hands, and the other by touching the blessed remains. All who implored 
the intercession of the Saint, whether by simple prayer, or kissing his feet or 
hands, or applying something to the afflicted part which had touched his 
body, were relieved from their infirmities. 


Christopher Viras and Anne of Prado were thus cured of asthma; three 
others were relieved from fever; a young girl's paralysed arm was restored; 
and a man who had a tumour in the stomach was completely cured. 


Mary Guttierz, afflicted with the evil, was made whole by applying to her 
neck some scraps which she had cut from the Saint's tunic; but denying the 
miracle through criminal shame, when questioned by the apostolical judges, 
her malady returned. Obliged to recur once more to the holy Saint, she did 
so, promising, if heard, to disclose both favours; she was graciously listened 
to, and deposed to the foregoing fact, as well as a friend, who alone knew of 
her repeated infirmity and recovery. 


Those who despised the relics of the Saint were punished by God as much 
as those who revered him were rewarded. Behold an example: Michael 
Gomez mocked those who went to visit the Saint's remains, and showed his 
contempt for them; but on the following night he became greatly disquieted, 
so that he was, as it were, obliged to go and kiss his blessed feet, but doing 
it unwillingly, he derived no relief; and returning to bed, the venerable 
figure of the Saint appeared before him, saying, "Why, being but dust and 
ashes thyself, hast thou disgust for my feet? beware lest some evil happen 
to thee." The following day he lost the use of his limbs, and his mouth 
became crooked. Recognizing the Divine wrath, Michael avowed his fault 
most penitently, and having procured the relics of the Saint, and touching 
them with due respect, he was at once partially cured, and finally fully 
delivered from his malady. 


Seven other persons, four of them religious of various orders, were cured of 
their several infirmities by recurring to the Saint. Two days after his death a 
young girl was resuscitated as soon as the cowl of Saint Solano was laid 
upon her corpse. 


Father Lewis of Guadaloupe, a Dominican, who had almost lost his sight, 
applied his eyes to a chaplet which had touched our Saint's relics; but 
feeling no relief he prayed thus: "O Father Francis Solano, if you desire to 
convince me of your sanctity, published by all, obtain my cure." Instant 
restoration of his sight followed this petition. 


A slave of Mary de Salas had his sight restored by clay taken from the 
sepulchre, spread upon his eyes after being moistened with water. Catherine 
de Virgo was cured of a like malady by a fragment of his tunic being laid 
upon her eyes. 


Another priest was cured of an ulcer by rubbing it with the oil of a lamp 
lighted before the blessed corpse of Saint Solano. Many other details of 
miracles are omitted, thirty other persons being cured most miraculously on 
the days of his death and burial. 


Information Regarding the Virtues and Miracles 


The Franciscan Fathers of the province of Lima having charged one of their 
religious to collect the wonders attending the life and death of their saintly 
brother, the magistrates of the city deputed a procurator to assist him, while 
as yet the witnesses retained a clear remembrance of the facts. By the 
exertions of these men, three hundred and four witnesses, some of whom 
were very distinguished, as the Marquis of Monte Clares, and five 
provincials of religious orders, gave evidence in the cause before the 
archbishop of Lima and his suffragans. Similar proceedings took place 
before the prelates of Seville, Granada, Cordova, and Malaga, in which 
dioceses Saint Solano abode before passing to the Indies. Ten years were 
employed in this, after which the general of the order laid them before his 
Holiness Urban VIII, who by a decree, dated February 1st, 1625, permitted 
that the special informations should be proceeded with. 


The death of the archbishop of Lima retarded the execution of the pontifical 
order for three years; but, to the great joy of the inhabitants, the magistrates 
of Lima published by sound of trumpet on the day it was received, that they 
should illuminate their windows on that night, and attend at the cathedral 
next morning to hear the apostolical rescript promulged. Fireworks and 
ringing of bells and music testified the people's delight on the joyous 
occasion, and on the next morning the dean of the cathedral, the see being 
still vacant, having received from the commissary of the Franciscans in the 
New World the decree of the Pope, kissed it, placed it on his head in token 
of respect; and proceeding to the church with all the ecclesiastical bodies in 
procession, at the offertory of the mass of the Holy Ghost, which the dean 
himself celebrated, the decree was read, and the order of the apostolical 
commissaries for all to come and reveal what they knew of the virtues and 
miracles of Father Solano. The mass was then finished, and the Te Deum 
solemnly chaunted. We will not attempt to describe the rich decorations and 
triumphal arches provided by the people on the occasion; suffice it to say, 
that the Spaniards, who then filled Lima, are most magnificent in all that 
concerns religion. 


Deeming the beatification of Father Francis most certain, the ocular 
witnesses of his virtues and miracles met and unanimously selected him as 
the Protector of Lima. Several other cities followed this example, as 
Salinas, Panama, Carthagena, Gusco, Potozi, De la Plata, and others. The 
captains of the Spanish fleet, sailing homeward from Peru, laden with vast 
treasure, did the same in consequence of the following incident. Being 
alarmed on the voyage, the general of the galleons, Don Bernardino do 
Mendoza, prayed the religious who bore the informations in the cause of 
Saint Solano to Rome, to unfold the portrait which he had with him, that all 
on board might invoke the Saint's intercession. It was so done; the picture 
was fastened to the mast, and at once a favourable wind arose, which 
continued for several days. A calm ensuing a second and a third time, the 
crew as often recurred to the holy man, and with the same success, so that 
they happily reached Panama, and the general, with the consent of all the 
officers, chose him, Saint Francis, for patron of the Spanish fleets in those 
seas. On landing, they celebrated a feast by way of thanksgiving, with a 
procession and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, high mass, and a 
sermon recounting the favour, and from that time the viceroy of Peru never 
suffered the fleet to sail for Spain without his visiting the tomb of Saint 
Solano, and placing it under his protection. To obtain the same favour for 
his family, he dedicated to him his eldest son, aged ten years, and led him to 
make a visit to the holy man's sepulchre, when the boy first crossed the 
precincts of the palace. The people of Panama became so devout on this 
occasion to Father Francis, that for a whole month the cathedral remained 
open in consequence of the number of sick carried there from all parts, 
many of whom returned home healed through his intercession. 


Omitting an almost infinite number of miracles wrought by the Lord by 
means of His servant, during the process for his beatification, I shall 
mention but the following: On the 8th November, 1639, Mary of Monroi, 
aged five years, being killed and her body greatly crushed by a fall from a 
very high window, her mother, while some were endeavouring to console 
her for the sad accident, chanced to cast her eyes on a picture of Saint 
Solano, which was before her bed; and conceiving a hope that he would 
assist her, she anointed the face of her dead child with some of the oil from 
the lamps which burned before the sepulchre of the venerable man, when 


the little girl arose, and waking from the sleep of death sound and whole, 
pronounced the words, "Jesus, be with me." 


Delay of the Beatification 


It was with a zeal and ardour quite incredible that all the towns and cities in 
the New World longed for the beatification of Father Solano, believing it 
equally nigh as certain. Meantime they increased their devotion to him, and 
heaven seemed to give it its sanction by continual miracles. An entire 
volume would be required to detail these, so that some of the Indians 
believing they could not too strongly express their gratitude to their 
benefactor, offered lamps at his tomb, which were kept lighted day and 
night; others attached to it tablets or pictures representing the favours 
received; while more made pilgrimages to it. 


The body of the servant of God being transferred from its primitive coffin, 
or encasement, to a shrine of cedar wood, the Lady of Don George 
Manrique de Lara, Knight of the Order of Saint James, penetrated with 
gratitude for favours received during the life-time of the Father, caused a 
magnificent chapel to be built in the Franciscan church of Lima richly 
ornamented, and furnished with three niches, the centre one of which was 
destined for the precious remains, together with a shrine splendidly adorned 
as soon as the bull of the beatification should be received. 


But about this time Urban VIII, by a brief of the 6th of July, 1634, forbade 
all further proceedings in the cause of the servants of God, whose 
beatification was then solicited from the holy see, until all the lamps and 
other marks of the popular devotion were removed from their sepulchres. 
This brief originated in a desire to rectify the conduct of the people, who are 
by no means authorized to offer public devotion to any one, however saintly 
and holy. The Indians could not believe that this rescript at all concerned 
Father Solano, so persuaded were they of his sanctity, as his virtues and 
miracles had been reported to them, and moreover that they were every day 
receiving new favours; so the Franciscans were not able to stop the course 
of their piety. Twenty years elapsed before the Indians would listen to 
reason, but they were finally obliged to obey the holy see; and to keep them 
to it, the sacred body was taken from before their eyes, and deposited in the 
chapel of the Infirmary without any mark of distinction in the year 1656, 


and all the lamps were laid up in the sacristy, until the pontifical decree 
authorizing their use should be granted. 


Matters remained thus until the year 1664, when the proceedings were 
resumed. Finally, in 1674, on the 25th September, Clement X, after all the 
numerous preliminaries, issued a brief, purporting that Father Francis de 
Solano was proved after due examination to have possessed in an heroic 
degree all the moral and theological virtues; and declared that miracles had 
been wrought by his intercession, particularly two, the cure of Didacus de 
Savedra of an inveterate ulcer, and of John Viafara, who, being at the point 
of death from a pulmonic disease, declared that it was certain that this 
servant of God deserved to be canonized. It was decreed, that it was most 
secure to declare him blessed, and to permit to his order, and in his birth- 
place, the recital of his office, with the mass of a confessor; but that 
meantime this should be solicited of God by prayers and sacrifices, as 
tending to the consolation of the faithful and the honour of the holy 
Catholic Church. 


Beatification and Canonization of Saint Father 
Solano 


After public prayers and sacrifices for the space of five months, to obtain 
light from on high, his Holiness Clement X, by a solemn bull, dated 24 
January 1675, that the venerable servant of God, Francis Solano, should be 
called Blessed, that his relics should be exposed and venerated, and his 
pictures ornamented with rays of glory, and that his office and mass should 
be celebrated as aforesaid. 


Great was the joy of the Indians, we may well suppose, on this occasion, 
and anxious were they to transfer the blessed body to the place prepared for 
it. They now indemnified themselves for the delay of their hopes by signal 
marks of piety and magnificence. 


To increase their delight, their holy patron was solemnly canonized by 
Benedict XIII, on the 27 December 1726. May he intercede for us with the 
most Holy Trinity, to whom be glory for ever! 
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